Welcome to 5th Grade & Mr. Hilts’ Class
September 6, 2011
Dear Parents,


I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to Cherry Street Intermediate School and our 2010-2011 school year.  I am very much looking forward to the year ahead of us.  This year our class size will be about 27 students.  

First, we start the year with the staff ready and the adventure that is 5th grade about to begin.  I assure you that you can always count on the same high quality education our district’s teachers have provided for years.  The school hours will be 7:50 a.m. to 2:50 p.m. this year.  


Your child’s education and well-being are JOB #1 with me.  Because of this, I view education as a team effort.  I want to work with you whenever possible in order to provide your child with the best, well rounded learning experience I can provide.  If at anytime you have questions or concerns, I urge you to contact me.  My conference times are 9:10-9:50 a.m. every day.  My class phone is 258-9146, ext. 132, my cellular phone is 357-2527, and my email address is berniebj@hotmail.com    Additionally, if you have a computer I have developed a class website at www.mrhiltsclass.com   This website will provide you with class information, contact numbers and times, reviews of websites and educational software that your whole family will enjoy, current lunch menus, class projects, awards, and even downloadable pictures or small film clips that you may save at home.  I will gladly answer any computer questions you may have, so don’t be embarrassed.  I update this site periodically, so watch out for them!  Also, there is a very good school website at www.kpschools.com/cherrystreet 

Students are welcome to bring their own simple, healthy snack on a daily basis.  Sometime during midmorning, time will be provided for this.  I will provide snacks for the first few days, but note that there will be no snack milk available.  I will also provide bottled water initially.  Please send lunch money in a sealed envelope labeled as such with your child’s name, teacher’s name, and the amount enclosed.  We cannot guarantee credit to your child’s lunch account if money is not sent in this way.  Breakfast will continue to be available, but there will be no milk.  Children buying milk only at lunch time (cold lunch) should know that milk money is collected from each student in the lunchroom and should not be sent to the classroom teacher.  Forms for families qualifying for Free or Reduced Price Lunches will be available shortly.  


Birthdays, special events, and holidays are celebrated at school and may even include some goodies sent in by gracious parents.  In advance, I would like to say “Thank You” to everyone.  I would like to remind you that treats requiring preparation such as cutting, scooping, baking, etc. must come to school ready to serve if not accompanied by an adult.  Unfortunately, the time and equipment necessary to prepare treats is not available to us, so if your treat requires paper cups or plates, napkins, or plastic ware, please remember to send that also.  You are always welcome to stay and enjoy our festivities. At this time, there will about 27 children in Mr. Hilts’ class.  Thank you again.


We will have several opportunities for your child to order books from the Scholastic Company, as well as several others.  Again, please send order/money in a sealed envelope, separate from lunch money, and labeled as such with your child’s name, teacher’s name, and the amount enclosed.  Please make all checks payable to Mr. Richard Hilts.  I will place the order by phone or Internet with my personal account, which is much easier and faster for all of us.  


I will provide nearly all the supplies your child will need during the year.  All our markers are washable, but we will use pens as well as pencils this year so watch those clothes!  If every parent could donate one box of standard Kleenex we will have enough for the entire year.  You can imagine how many of those we will go through!  We will publish a monthly newsletter as well as our website on the Internet to keep you informed of our class’ progress.  Please take time to read these and take pride in your child’s accomplishments.

We will be spending much of our time the first week or two getting used to new procedures as well as each other.  In addition, we will be introducing rules and appropriate behavior so that our year will be a successful learning experience.  This is 5th grade and as such, I place all of the responsibility for determining behavior boundaries on our children. 

The bottom line in class is simple.  I do not ever tolerate inappropriate language or violence.  This is our classroom.  It is only as safe as we make it.                    

My Behavior Expectations:
Listen to directions

Keep hands and feet to yourself

Turn in work on time

Consequences:

                      1) Talk to child.  Explain the inappropriate behavior 

                            and what the child should do next time.

 
             2) If behavior does not improve: time out, loss of            

                            recess time, or other (as appropriate).

                      3) Send note home to (or call) parents.

                      4) Student will discuss behavior with counselor or 

                            principal to find the best way to solve the problem.


I will issue each child their own Responsibility Booklet. In this booklet they will write their daily assignments.  These assignments will be brought home on Fridays so the each parent may check off and view their child’s work.  The parent simply signs the appropriate page in the booklet and returns the booklet on Monday for my tracking.  These booklets are accountable and each child is responsibility for their binder.  
Finally, this is a short rundown of our subjects and the material we will cover this year in class:

Math:  This is the biggest year for every elementary student.  We will be learning principles of geometry, organizing data and number place values, finding the median value, graphs, multiplication, division, decimals, grids & coordinates, fractions, finding perimeter & areas of geometric shapes, volume, rates and percentages.  

Science:  TAUGHT BY MRS. BAIC  We will learn more about plants, vertebrates, animal adaptations, ecosystems, properties & states of matter, work & energy, magnetism, electricity, heat, earth, sun & moon, water, and various scientific measurement equipment.  
Language Arts:  We will be learning more about writing & diagramming sentences, paragraphs, stories and even reports.  We will learn to research.  We will be reading not only the grade level text, but the children will be responsible for reading at least 4 grade level chapter books during the year.  Every child will also participate in the Accelerated Reader Program.    

Spelling:  We will use a text that covers material appropriate for our level.  Children will be responsible for their own “take home” lists weekly in addition to other activities such as using words in a sentence, word searches, phonic applications, and dictionary skills.  Yes, there will be weekly quizzes.    

Penmanship:  The children will further hone their skills at cursive writing, as all graded work will be done this way.  There will be opportunities for remedial skills as well as assignments to practice the written word in sentence form.  

Social Studies:  TAUGHT BY MR. HILTS  My favorite subject!  We will look at the history of our great state from statehood to the present, including modern industry, we will introduce our children to a real world we already know; this is a great place to live!  Additionally, we will introduce the children to the basic principles of geography, economics, and citizenship to include the Constitution.  
Technology:  In addition to our allotted class computer time each week, I will be providing many opportunities to explore the world of technology as it can be applied to our studies.  This may include online pen pals, interactive field trips, introduction to research & exploration in the form of Webquests.  These will be a cross curricular group project and are very dependent on research skills, cooperative teamwork, and grades are based on a final presentation that I will film and post to our class website.  Finally, we may even explore desktop publishing of our newsletter and class website.


I am excited about the coming school year and I hope this enthusiasm becomes evident in your child’s schoolwork.  I look forward to meeting with each of you and sharing your child’s progress.  Thank you in advance for support of your child’s education.  It is truly appreciated.  









Have a good year!









Mr. Rich Hilts 
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